The Results                     281

of the existing electoral system; but the foregoing
quotations show clearly that he attaches very little
value to this palliative. He considers that it would
be better policy to prevent the evil than to look
exclusively for a remedy.

" To say that the referendum makes electoral re-
form less necessary and urgent, since the people are
thereby enabled to give their opinion on the decisions
of the councils, is much the same as reasoning in this
way: We have doctors and medicines, so hygienic
precautions to prevent illness have lost much of their
importance." l

The ideas which M. Naville defends with so much
talent and perseverance unfortunately still lack the
weight of practical experience.2 Electoral reform is
only making slow progress. Ticino and Neuchatel
have recently obtained proportional representation.
Geneva and Basle-City have made many attempts to
introduce it; in many other cantons the opposition,
Catholic or Liberal, claims a fairer distribution of seats,
but everywhere it encounters the same obstinate
refusal on the part of the majority.3 In the Con-

1  M. Walras, Professor of Political Economy at the University
of Lausanne, told me that he shared M. Naville's views on the re-
ferendum.   But it is from the representation of interests that M.
Walras expects to obtain the results which M. Naville hopes from
proportional representation.

2  See also an interesting article by M. Naville entitled, " M. Numa
Droz's Views on Proportional Representation," in the Bullttin dc la
Societ^ Suisse pour la representation proportionnelle, August 1888.

3  [Up to 1896 Ticino, Geneva, Neuchatel, Zug, and Solothurn had
adopted proportional representation for the election of the Grlat
Councils.   In Ticino, Geneva, and Zug the executive is also elected
by the same method.    It had been voted down by the people in
St. Gall in 1893, an(^ *n Berne in 1896.]